FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
women's economic independence, and in 1931, with her husband's
encouragement, she started to work (at first as an unskilled worker)
in the construction of the Moscow Ball Bearings plant. Here, to-
gether with other peasant women, she learnt what it was to work
with others on a big construction and learnt to value proletarian
comradeship.
When the construction was finished, the hitherto unskilled
women were instructed how to manufacture ball bearings, and
Pasha was the first to put together a Soviet ball bearing; this was
a red-letter day for her, and the second red-letter day in her life
was when in 1932 she was admitted to membership of the Com-
munist Party. At the works she made rapid progress, became
forewoman, and for outstanding devotion to her work she was
granted the Order of the Red Banner of Labour in 1933. At the
same time she was extremely active in the party and became a
popular successful propagandist. In 1935 she was elected to the
Moscow Soviet (equivalent to the Municipal Council), where again
she proved a most energetic, fruitful member. With all this she
has remained a faithful, loving, attentive wife and mother.
True, she had had hopes of entering an industrial university,
and even passed the entrance examination to the Industrial Academy
brilliantly, but her work in the Soviets was too absorbing and too
important and she gave up the idea of the university; she herself
says that honest work in the Soviet gives you such a mass of
experience of men and affairs that it has been a veritable university
for her!
Lastly, she has been accorded the supreme honour of being
elected to the Supreme Soviet of the U.S.S.R. on the nomination
of the Moscow Ball Bearing Works.
Undoubtedly this woman had much inborn intelligence and
energy, but what would have become of this intelligence and energy
had not the Soviet Revolution rescued her from the everyday miser-
able life of the pre-war poor peasant woman, whether as the servant
of a rich landowner or kulak or as the wife of a poor small farmer
or day labourer?
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